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: . Phe Silverthorne Home near Gooksville if one of 


: | the most interesting as well as ohe of ‘the best preserved 


frame houses in the Provinee. Except for a period 

~ | following the late war when it was let to strangers it 
has been in Silverthorne hands sinee 1815 when it was 

' built. The mother of the present owner, Mr. We Se 
Romain, was a Silverthorne and in his hands one feels 
certain that no unsympa thetic alteration will be nade 

and that in time both the structure and the furniture will 


be restored to the condition in which it was left by — 


Joseph Silverthorne the pioneer. 


~ 


~ 


Joseph Silverthorne married in 1807 Jane Chisholat \\ 


\ 


“ of Queenston Heights. His wife was 15 years of age at 

the time of her unoeiiian and the plucky couple set sail 

on their shite day for York in a gale of wind, the 

going lasting only two and a half hours. Their honey- \ 


moon was spent for a time ina tavern in York kept 


Stiles but the adventure of making a home soon o 
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their attention and.np next hear of ined moving wp the 
Etobicoke and finaly settbing on Let 22 F. Dundas Ste 
fownship of Toronto. : 
Their first house was a log one built in 1807, 

‘but in 1815 Joseph Silverthorne a able to veil the 
fine frame house which stands today ‘ verandan shades 
the South and West elevations and is an excellent ata 
of the best period of lattice work. The old garden has 
disappeared and the present — of lilacs s week 


trees makecit impossible to give an adequate view of 





the front. The well lit basement kitchen is one of the 
most complete in the Province. The great fireplace with 


its cranes and pots is in its original condition, the 





~ 
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massive smoked oak ceiling joists and white walls (now 
unfortunately red) all suggest the hospitality for which 
this family was famous. It is quite the most interest! 


colonial kitchen in Ontario. The drawing room abov’ 


a 


its more ornate mantel and flanking arches expre 


charm and dignity of the ladies of the family 
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I hove a fairly good history of the Silverthorne femily, pag 
information re the Alloa branch. Gan you suply this ent show the 
connection with the Cheny Hill Silverthorns? 
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My information bcm. 
Lot 18 con. 4 best, twp. Chinguacousy.. 
Patent 10 Jan. 1828 George Bilson 100 acres. 


10 Jan. 1829 Jacob Silverthorne purchase 


nt dn f naFhon 
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— 22 tus 1849 Mahlas Silverthorne, N4 of EA 50 acres. 
yey (safe. a 


15 Oct. 187% Aaron Silverthorn 100 acres. 


Wee 


Cg 9] Dec. 1904 John C. Silverthorn, 100 acres. 
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Are any of your relatives in the County of Peel Orangemen? If so, will 


e you please give me their names and addresses in order that I might write 


them? 
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GRANT TO Jonethen Silverthorne - 
of the Township of Woodhouse 
in the County of  =—s«-— Norfolk 
im the District.of | London FARMER, as @ Private 


in a flank Company of the ist Regiment of 
Norfolk Mili tie 


In the Township of Nissouri 


in the County of Oxford 
in the District of - London being 


the W. pt. Lot 22, Con. 14, containing 100 acres. . 


General Order in Council for 100 acres 19 Jan. 1820. 
Ticket of Location 13 June, 1820. 
M. 615. 
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BILV EST BORN 
_ + The Silverthorne can be traced back to 
Oliver Silverthorn (01680-1746) who came to , 
America about 1700 (possibly earlier). the family 
came from Steeple Ashton in Wiltshire County 
England and in the records of that perish many 
Silverthorns are mentioned. 


Berliest — ancestors lived near Glaetonbury 
in 1527. Tho name is seid to have been adopted 
originally — yeoman living near Weary-all Hill, 
Somerset, where the Abbey of Glestonbary was | 
foun’sa by Joseph of Arimithea about 65.A.D. 
The tale goes that, having been sent by St. Philip 





from Gaul to Britain on a miselonary voyage, Joseph 
with eleven companione came to Wearyeall Hill. ; 
and rested there. He thrust a thorn stick he 
was carrying into the ground, and being left there, 
it took root and grew, but instead of flovering 
G6 other hawthorn trees, it flowered twice a year, 
at Christmas and in May. This tree flourished | 
- wntil 1653. when it was cut down by one of 
Cromvell's Roundheads. Slips nad been taken from | * 
it, however, end the species is still cultivated 
ebout Glastonbury. Once it had been known as the 
Silverthorn tree, and the yeoman living near it 
acquired the name from it. 
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Thonas lived in New Jersey. Loyal to Srtetuk 

’ Britain éuring Kevolation and although he enlisted 
"the affeir at trenton" prevented hia fran Joining 
British army. jae heavily fined, iaoeiecnsd and 
put in trons. His son John hed hie farm in New | 

| Jorsey confiscated but Thomaa dled bef re he coald 
emierete in 1786. His wife, Johanna Newman, their 
gon John, end John's wife bether Corwin and their 


‘ Joseph 
l year old son, comigrated to Upper Cancda in 1786. 


we 


(Esther Corwin was the daughter of Joseph Corwin 
and Elicebeth Hixon of Hopewell, N.J. Joseph 
died in Caneda after 1790.) 


John received lend at Queenston. He filed petition 
to have father's name placed on U.E. list. Couneil - 
decided Thomas war not a U.E. and that list was closed, 
but decision evidently reversed for John received 
erant in Stamford twp. as son of U.E. His mother, 
Johanna, petitioned for land also. “She received | 
2c00 acres in Stamford in 1801. The widow Silverthorn's 
bouse ie mentioned in Stemf rd in 1801 and John 
Silverthorn's in 1803 - not near Bis mother's 
acs far as cen be mde out (Cruikchank's: Documents 


of Welland ) « 








of 
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According to lire. Fonlinnol. of Sanit Ste. nt 
Maric, tkmmmm Jchi, hie wife Bether Corwin ; ? 
end his mother Johanna Newman, came to Jeronto | 
township in 1810. As early ae 1807 John's 

name appears with that of Philip Cody onan 
affidavit to the effect that land war clearcd > 
and feaced on Lot 11 ‘orouto 1.0.8. ihis land 
was a Patent to his son Joseph on the samo day. 


Aleo in 1809 John ‘'s name is shown as purchasing 
(although no price given) 200 acres of Lot 4 Con.1 
8.D.8. ihis land wee originally a U.E. Grant 
to Henry Feer:. 


Yet, in December 1809, the petition of the 
Magistrates and inhabitants of Niagara who were 
present et the texx trial and conviction of John 
Silverthorn, show him as being, at that time, 
= —— of Stamford. 


It would appear then that John, along with 
Cody and Robinet must have been sort of agents. 
wx in procuring land for new settlers from that 


@ictriot settling in Peel. 
On the other hand, Joseph, son of John. and 
his wife Janet Chisholm, came to Toronto town: hip | 


| 
| 
| 
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_ dm 1807 and settled on Lot 11 Con.2 Toronto N.D.8. | 


They found Philip Cody alrrudy extebliched on Lot 10 
S.D.S. and took shelter in his cabin until their 


Own Wes Treacy. 


John was on of the firet trustees of the Cowmnity 
Ghareh «na sesidiail a taleniemeaeiiediana the acre of | 
land (on Lot 10 Con.1 N.D.8.) for the sehool end 
chareh is shown in nic name in 1616. 


We have record of i Children in John's family. 
Joseph was the eldest (1785-1579), and his wife, 
Jane Chisholm (1791-898%) was the dsughter of 
John Chisholm, JU.E. Jano located a U.E. grant 
in @hingnacousy. Jaue was only 16 years of 
ace when she merried Joseph. They crossed Lake 
Onterio in e omall vessel naned the "Hunter" 

ened and sailed by John Kendrick. This was on 
18th April. “At little York they found so 
much fee thet the Captain fearo: he could not 

ret through, but did not like to elve up, beaten, 
or to stay outside the bay all night, so he forced 
hie way throurh the ice, ....-... The only tavern 
in York at that time ras kept by Dr. Stiles. Here 
they staged over-nicht". 
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m Apron (1799-1872) was the next son. Ee married 
Mary Custend (1788-1860) sinter of #illiam Custeed 

<EEE nuUrsery-man of Poronto Seeatyx townsnip who C 
married the daurhter of Philip Cody. Mary's brother 
Daniel married Mary Robinette. Aaron's eldest 

son Frencis (1815-13894) married Susannah dercer 

aunt of General Mercer, ond a prominent Peel family). 
His second wife wae Mary Cheyne (one of the &yx Cheynes 
of Peel). His Srd wife wes Serah Ann Pimlott. 

Jennie Silverthorn, dtr. of Francis ond Mary Cheyne, 
married Wm. John Glassford, son of Rev. Peter Glassford. 


Newman Silverthorn xxmm was also the son of Anron. 
He was born 1827. Whilo tremeing thr ough the bush 
in search of timbor (he woo a lumberman and miner). 
he found that the toes of boots soon wore out owing 
to the thick undergrowth. He conceived the idea 
of protecting them with e plece of tin cut from 
a can carried mxx in nis peck, hence his invention 
of the copper toe so populer in the earlier days. 
He seourodh patent end made a fortune. His :on 
was Dy. Gideon Silverthorn, welli-;nown St. Michael's 
hospital sureeon. Lr. Cideon left $5,000.00 tem 
for the upkeep of Dimie Cemetery where his. parents 
were buried. SEE ITEM RE CONT.OVURSEY RE THIS. 
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SLLVESTEORN , a : - page G. 
Thome (1789-1834) (nuct have been e twin 

of Aerou). ie kept aa ian ia fercate towuship. 

Served in War of 1512 in company commanded by 

Cept. Abraham Nelles. and roo. 100 acres for 

his servicese ” tis doughter Caroline Married 


James Alderson. “ence the Alderson connection. 


ve Shave record of 12 children of goseph and 
Jane. Amonc them Elizabeth Rebecea who married 


— “e 


Pierre Zafmor Homaine, The old homestead 


"Cherry Hill” was left to Stanislas Romain 
a grandson of Pierre Zamor. It was left 
him by Augusta Cecilia silverthorn, a sister 
of Elizabeth Rebecca. 
FOR RECORD OF ALL THES FAMILY SEE SILVERTHORN 


~ 


TREE, 
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, Kezienh married a a. Tiedele. Soth sre deceased 
bat Shey have one edopted eon at Swift Current, Seek. 


George married e Mary A. French. Both ary deceased 
They Hed two of a facily, Stea:neh and Georre Edmund. 





Joseph Boyd married a Mary BR Howe anc later a 
Jgene Conn. Hie famiiy c neiste: of Charles, Joseph, . 
James, John, Susannah ani rtle, ell livin» ab at 
thirty mile south of Moose Jaw, Sask. | 


Sugeanneh Ellen married Wiliilem J. Stringe 
both sre now decessed but left r family of four, 
Joseph, (killed in the wer), Edward, near Hamb it, Saek., 


J bn em Beatrice. in - 
Adam Dic eon Of ede Noble anc nas two ions 


an: one daughter, all living in Orangeville, Ontario. 
Joseph Giover, (owned Eg, lot 27, Com.4f# Chine. 1866- 

1371) the father of thie family was en Oran-eman 

OMe co er all thece boys, navely William John, George, & 

foseph and Adam. 4 
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ne myvelf.. My fathe wae Wi..ien John Glover, 
named above six my m ther was Mary Jane Silverthorn. 
Ae previously ment.oned fatner's ancestors came dir: ct 
frmtIre and. On my mother's side the Silverthorn — 
fanily iv as follows: 


Thege were three brothnere, Oliver, Thomas and coi — 
John who came out from Bn@la.< in 1755 and settled in 
Western New Jersey. Oliver remained in New Jersey, 
John moved south, settling in North Car lina end later 
returned to Englenc. Thomas i: said t. have moved.ts Cane ¥¢ 
ada and some of Oliver's 8 us © so moved to Canade. 
Our descendents moved over as U.E.Loyealists and 
settied in the Niagara erea :nd later moved into the 
jrampton=-Toronto area where tnuey were ranted a 
twoehundred acre plot a: USE.Loyalists. While I . 
Cannot ive the exact location of thie lot in figures 
it was just acros: the road from tie old Alloa p et 
Oo. fice.’ Tnie remained in the femily nam antil 6 me. 
ye@rs @f> when sole to other parties. Tne line of 
descendants ils, Thomes, Jonathon, Mahion, end Mary | 
Jane who married William John Glover. - 
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In a separat sheet I shel. trace this lime a 
little clearer but here I shail brench off for myself. 
“My father and mother lived first near Bragpton and - 
later near Orangevil.e, Ontario, where I wa: b rn. | | 
My father was amechenic. In 1589 my father first came ~* if 
west to see the country, remeinin. for some tiree months | 
y in the Moose Jai area. The next fall, 1590, he came 
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When my father firet ceme out here he -wae greated 
a dispensation to organize lodges when the _cettiemente 
were few and fer between, and he did organize severel 
which are solng yet. He was 6 very thoroug: Orenge- 
man in principle and life end 4 wieh we hed meny with 
the same strict sense of what the Organizetion meant. 
He nad #.l1 the Bleck and enfoyed ite work very tuorou- 
ghly. ) 


I imagine that today we leck leader: hip in. the 
West, especially of new members @nc && the older ones 
slacken im taeir work the .ew members are not taking 
it up with the ent usieem they shomdd have. 


I imagine thie is ab at all that you Bfouic 
reqiire ‘rm hich you might glean a few facts ss 
otherwise I would have to write e H story of the Yrder 
watleh I would like to do if I had the time and date. 





Yours fraternally, 


GEO. BH. GLOVER 
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Dominion Archives ~ UeCe Sundries | 
: July - December 1809 


Secretary's Office 20th Oct. 1809 
Sir ces 
The fees on a .patent, or charter of pardon, previous 
to Lieutenant Governor Hunters remitting them (except 
"6/0. cirrency to the secretary of the province) were as 
follows, vig. 
Lieut. Governor weve 3910.) 
Secretary ccceessere le 3.) patent fees - 
Attys General .cocee 20060 
‘Messrs. Silverthorn é Conet ere both wealthy 
farners & can well afford to pay the patent fees on the 
instrunents purporting His Excellency clemency. 
I should be glad if you would obtein His Excellency's 
pleasure in this cese & forward it to me by the bearer 
for my guidance, 


I hewe the honor toe be Sir your most obedient serv*- 


Williem Stenton Ssquire ine Jervis, Secy. 
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Dominion ‘rohives - U.°. Sundries 
Jaly = Decesber 1609 





To His “xeellenay Francis Gore squire Lieutenant 
Governor of the Provinee of Upper Cenada Ae 4c. 
The petition of the undersigned ‘egistretes ani 
~ Inhaditents of the District of Nisgere humbly showeth 
Theat most of your petitioners were present 
at the triel and conviction of John Silwerthorn of 
the rownship of Stemford, at the Court of Oyer and 
* Terminer lest holden for the said District of 





.@ Niegere. | | ; 

That they ere inpressed with sentinent , 
thet seid triel end conviction was | hed upon the 
stranger's evidence under the most hamen end tender 
charge from the presiding guteee and thet the convicted 
had the most fair and inpertiel triel. | 

“hat your petitioners feel @ conviction that 
the solemnity of his triel and the full exposition by 
the court of the existing lews nust have impressed 


- 


upon every hearer the eggrevated crine whersot £4 he 
stands coavi. ted and cannot feil es effectually to | 
_ restrain the commission of a like offence as if the 
sentence of the law were carried into execution. 
Thet the unhappy obdjeet of this petition ts | 
one of the sarlicst inhabitents ef this colony and | 


—_— 
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merey and compassion. 


de Muirhead JeFe 
Robert Kerr 
John Symington 
Jase Croors 
Se Hatt 
Those Cummings 
Robte Nichol 
will CreOks 
Amos che pien 
Jas< Coffin 

? Powell 

? Butler Jre 
Thos. Butler 

Pe Ball JeP. 
John Bell 
Ralf 


‘the oherecter and conduct precedent to the ect for 
whieh he has been convicted, hes ever been such es te 
approve hin « firm edherent to His NMajestys Covernsent, 
and induce & ready obedience to the lews of his country. 
Therefore we His Ma jestys sost dutiful and loyal 
subjects,hunbly bec leave te recommend te your “xoellenay 
this unheppy convict, ss an object of His Majestys royal 


| Alex® Stewart 


Corwin - 
John McDane 
Adam Spencer” ))) 
“Lilien “. Kerr : | 
John Clark ; 7 
Jonathan 
Daniel Secord ban 
wh Chisholm = ph~ 4 ZL atty) | 


C - 
Colone “{litie (7) 
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John Reilly 








John “uirheed 
Tohnson Butler 








Ae Cameron — j 
Ceo. Homilton hee 
Thomas Clark 
John MeKarlis f 
Calvin Benicter | 
"£iliem “obertson 
James ‘acey 

Jno? eCormick 


"me Gilkison 





The Ling we. Silwerthora 





The petit jury in finding « veraict in this case Ol 
are coverned by the evidence before them, but being all — 
of them persenslly scqusinted with the prisoner end some , 
of them from his youth to this time, beg leave to state 
to the court thet his denéenor thro’ life has been , 
peaceable with this one exception - That he is en nenest : 
man ané has by his industry end frugality acquired « 
hendsome p.operty - He has a lerge family who are deeply 
‘ interested in his fate - The jurors,therefore, separating 
hie general conduct from the substance of the evidence 
siven ageinst him in this ease beg leave te recomend 


him te the merey of the court.- 
e Se Street Ie 


Atrahem Bownan 


ae ee le 
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Nisgara . 
. Arantte Tho pson 

Septenber 29th 1809 | 

. Chase “illson 7 '; 

7 John Thompson 
beneser Skinner 
Those Cooper i 
\dem Bowman | 
Aaron Crene | 
John Knex wer 
John Purch 


) | Sdan Hatt : | 









Dominion Archives - Vel. Sund ries 
duly - Deoenber 109 


siegare ané Bewember 1607 


Sir | 
+ pave the honor to scknowledge the seosipt of 
your fever of the 25th altimo and in obedience to Jour 


 pequest stete to you for the information ef , 
ef ne fees 





“xcellensy the 1aeie ceverner thet | 
 enetever having been applied fer to/Jonn 3 

or peid by him or sny ether on his account - 
the tenor of your letter induced to 
bheliewe it say hewe been insinuated thet | exacted fees 
from him end if euch has been reported by any persen 
Sir,it ia wholly anfounded « 


YT en from 





let sme eeeure you 
r hewe the honor to be Sir your aost obedient 





' _ servant. 
: Those werritt sheriff 


“e jor Helton 
Dietrict ef Niagare 





Yor: 


——— 
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EE all 
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| - From - Mr. J. Hayes Jenkinson <- Miss Dore ‘Royse, 


? ¥) b= sme (Indiana) News - Friday, 16 Sept. 1921. 
® 4 ‘i SILVERTHORN REUNION, AUGUST 27 
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¥ On Saturday, aust 27th, the sixth ancual reunion of he 











Silverthorn family was hela at the 7. P. A, park, Frankfort, 
Ind. There were about 75 persons present, and everyone re- 
ported a most pleasant time. Those present from @ distance 
were: Mr. and Mrs. John Silvertnera, scotland, Ontario; | 
Mrs. James OCarrett, Mrs. ami Buroker and niece, Bettie 


Kitchen, of West Liberty, Onio; Dr. Frank Silverthorn and 


> 
A. Salis 


Mr. and Mrs. Bertram Silverthorn, of Indiana Harbor, Ind; _ 
Mr. and Mrs. Ed Silverthorn and son John, of Richwoou, Ohio; 


l'rs, Della Hudson and son Roy, of Mt. Union, Pa., and Mr. and 


. 
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Mrs. Richard Silverthorn and son Robert, of Covington, Ind. 


The noon hour was happily spent in enjoying a bountects 
repast and jesting in Silverthorn fashion. «t this time the 3 
crest was passed around.and all were very much interested in | | 
it. | | 9 


i’ 


In the afternoon Richard %ilverthorn, who returned in = 
March from his work as a missionary in Malaysa, told of his | | 
travels and his work in’ this fur-away land. He and his wife 


also showed some curios which they brought home with them. 


| Officers were elected as follows: Charles Yilverthorn, 
. | \ 
* Rossville, president; U. P. Silverthorn, Rossville, secretary; 


R. H. Silverthorn, Covington, treasurer. at 


The history of the Silverthorn family has been traced 
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‘Dack to 1327, The name is supposed to have been given to 
an English yeoman who lived with his family beside a thorn 


tree with silver-colored leaves. The two oldest families so 





far mentioned in #nglish records are Mocer and Richeardo Silver- 
thorn, who@in 1327 resided in the parish of eningten, county 
of Somerset. Some of the Silverthorn family held offices 

in the Steeple Ashton church. ‘The records of 1616 mention 
gifts of money from William Silverthorn for the poor of the 
parish. Three Silverthorn brothers, James, John and George, 
were companions in boyhood to their cousin, Robert crowning: 
James Silverthorn, the eldest, was the only friend at C 


44 


& Browning's marriage to Zlizabeth Barrett in 1646 and his N, 





death is spoken of in Browning's "May and Death", 


The founder of the Silverthorn family in America was Oliver 
Silverthorn, who came to America some time after 1700. From 
this line some have settled in Pennsylvania, Canada, New | 


Jersey, California, Indiana and other states. 





The“reunion of 1921 will long be remembered and all look 


forward with pleasure to the reunions of coming years. 





